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REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 1261] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 1261) for the relief of Alexander L. Wiesiolowski, having con- 
sidered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and 
recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Alexander L. Wiesiolowski. The bill provides 
for an appropriate quota deduction and for the payment of the re- 
quired visa fee and head tax. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born on August 12, 1898, in Buko- 
vina, Austria-Hungary, which later became Rumanian territory. He 
entered the United States on a number of occasions in connection with 
diplomatic missions on behalf of the Polish Government and his last 
entry under a diplomatic status occurred on July 26, 1944. When 
the Communist Government in Poland was recognized he resigned his 
position. He went to Canada in November 1945 for the purpose of 
obtaining an immigration visa. It was then discovered that he was 
chargeable to the quota for Rumania which was oversubscribed. 
Previous to that time it was believed that he was chargeable to the 

uota for Poland and on that basis he was granted preexamination. 
ue to this technicality he is ineligible for relief under section 4 of the 
Displaced Persons Act although he is in all respects a displaced person. 
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A letter dated October 1, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee on 
the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 


Ocropur 1, 1951. 
Hon. EManvet Ceuuer, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. CuarrMan: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 1261) for the relief of Alex- 
ander L. Wiesiolowski, an alien. 

The bill would direct the Attorney General to cancel deportation proceedings 
against Alexander L. Wiesiolowski and provide that no further such proceedings 
shall be instituted against the alien based on any unlawful entry of such alien into 
the United States prior to the enactment of this act. It would also provide that 
Mr. Wiesiolowski shall be considered to have entered the United States in Novem- 
ber 1945, and to have been lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent 
residence. Finally, the bill would direct the Secretary of State to instruct the 
quota-control officer to deduct one number from the Polish quota of the first year 
that such quota is available. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Alexander Ludwig Wiesiolowski is a native of Rumania and citizen 
of Poland, who was born in Bukovina, Austria-Hungary, which later became 
Rumania, on January 12, 1898. He entered the United States on five occasions 
between 1936 and 1944, all in connection with diplomatic missions on behalf of 
the Government of Poland. His last entry under diplomatic status occurred 
at the port of Laredo, Tex., on July 26, 1944, at which time he was admitted 
under the provisions of section 3 (1) of the Immigration Act of 1924. He entered 
the United States for the purpose of acting as director of the Polish Government 
Information Center in Chicago, Ill. He maintained his diplomatic status until 
July 1, 1945. The alien thereafter sought to adjust his immigration status by 
departure to Canada and reentry to the United States with an immigration visa. 
Upon his arrival in that country, it was determined that he was chargeable to the 
Rumanian quota, then oversubscribed, which precluded the issuance of an im- 
migration visa to him at that time. He returned to the United States at Detroit, 
Mich., on November 19, 1945, being admitted at that time on the basis of a pre- 
examination border-crossing card which had been issued to him. A warrant of 
arrest in deportation proceedings was issued him on February 2, 1948, charging 
him with being in the United States in violation of the Immigration Act of May 
26, 1924, in that at the time of entry he was an immigrant not in possession of a 
valid immigration visa. He was accorded a hearing on April 8, 1948, at which 
time he requested voluntary departure, as he intended to depart to Mexico to 
apply for an immigration visa and return to the United States for permanent 
residence. On December 1949, the alien made application for adjustment of 
his status under section 4 of the Displaced Persons Act of 1948, as amended, 
which application was denied on October 10, 1950. 

The files further reflect that Mr. Wiesiolowski’s parents had a home in Prelipeze 
and also in, Lwow, Austria, which later became Poland; that the alien resided 
in both places from birth until the age of 6 years, and that from 1908 until 1924 
he lived only in Lwow. After the First World War he returned to Lwow, and 
then went to Warsaw, Poland, where he resided until 1928. The record further 
indicates that the alien had been a foreign government official since 1929, repre- 
senting the former Polish Government in Venezuela, Colombia, and Mexico, 
serving in the latter country on three separate occasions. He served as Polish 
consul general in Chicago, Ill., from January 1941 until June 1942, and as secre- 
tary of the Polish Legation in Mexico City from 1942 until 1944. In 1944 he 
was transferred back to Chicago to take charge of the Polish Information Center, 
which was under the Polish Ministry of Information. He remained in that 
capacity until July 5, 1945. Mr. Wiesiolowski stated that he is at present manager 
of the International Yogart Co., in Los Angeles, Calif., and has been employed 
by that company for approximately the past 4 years. According to the alien, 
he was an officer in the Austrian Army in World War I; thereafter an officer in 
the Polish Army, and is still, at least theoretically, a reserve officer of the Polish 
Army. He stated that at the end of World War [ he was a prisoner of war in 
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Italy; that he voluntarily entered the Polish Army which was formed in France, 
and that he went, from Italy to France and from France to Poland, where he 
belonged until he terminated his active service on May 8, 1921. 

The quota of Rumania, to which the alien is chargeable, is oversubscribed, and 
an immigration visa is not readily obtainable. The record presents no facts, 
however, which would justify the enactment of special legislation granting him a 
preference over the many of other aliens in Rumania and other foreign countries 
who are awaiting an opportunity to come to this country for permanent residence, 
but who are unable to do so at this time because of the oversubscription of the 
quotas to which they are chargeable. 

Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to recommend enactment of 
the bill. 

Sincerely, 
A. Devitrr VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Congressman Gordon L. McDonough, the author of the bill, ap- 
peared before a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of 
the House of Representatives and made the following statement in 
support of the bill: 


Mr. Chairman, Alexander L. Wiesiolowski, in whose behalf I introduced 
H. R. 1261, has made every effort to comply with the regulations of the Immi- 
gration and Naturalization Service and obtain legal residence in the United States. 
Since 1936, as a member of the Foreign Service of the Republic of Poland and, 
therefore, always with official or diplomatic passports, Mr. Wiesiolowski several 
times visited the United States and was permanently attached to the consulate 
general of Poland in Chicago with the rank of consul from 1940 to 1942. 

In 1944 Mr. Wiesiolowski again entered the United States as an official of the 
Polish Government, but his official status was changed in July 1945 when the 
American Government withdrew its recognition of the Polish Government in 
exile in London and recognized the new Government in Warsaw. 

Since Mr. Wiesiolowski was an anti-Communist, he could not return to Poland. 
He therefore applied in August of 1945 for an immigration visa at the American 
consulate in Windsor, Canada, and for a preexamination at the United States 
Immigration and Naturalization Service in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Wiesiolowski was advised in September of 1945 that he had been granted 
the privilege of preexamination, and in October of 1945 the American consul in 
Windsor, Canada, wrote him that his pending application appeared to be sufficient 
and satisfactorv. He therefore appeared before the American consul in Windsor 
in November of 1945, and at that time it was discovered that the place of his birth 
had been overlooked, and that, since he was born in a territory that at the time of 
his birth was part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire which later became part of 
Rumania, he was chargeable to the Rumanian rather than the Polish quota. Since 
the Rumanian quota was oversubscribed, his visa could not be issued. 

Mr. Wiesiolowski was advised to return to the United States and return to 
Windsor at a later date. No settlement was reached in Mr. Wiesiolowski’s case, 
and finally in April of 1948 he was still waiting for a quota number when he was 
summoned to appear at the Los Angeles office of the Immigration and Naturaliza- 
tion Service, at which time a warrant for arrest in deportation proceedings was 
issued. 

Subsequently, upon passage of the Displaced Persons Act of 1948, Mr. Wiesio- 
lowski applied for displaced-persons status, but this was denied, and a copy of the 
official decision in this case was previously submitted to this committee. 

From the record in this case, it would appear that Mr. Wiesiolowski has ex- 
hausted every administrative remedy, and has been unable to obtain permanent 
residence status in the United States. 

It is, of course, impossible for him to return to Poland as long as the present 
Communist government is in control in that country, in view of his record as an 
official in the diplomatic service of the Polish Government in exile. 

I therefore sincerely request that favorable consideration be given to H. R. 1261 
which will grant relief to Alexander L. Wiesiolowski. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 1261) should be enacted. 
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